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© Þ HE 1 Sermon needs no Commiendation. The 
Truth, Weight and 8 eaſonableneſs of its Matter, the So- 
briety of its Stile, the Modeſty of its Addreſs, together with the 
Spirit of Picty, of Humility, of undi guiſed Zeal for God, and 
affettionate Love to Man, which breathes in every Part, and 
animates the Whole, will commend it to the Conſciences of all 
that fear God, who have the Pleaſure of peruſing it. Here are 
10 high ſounding Words of Vanity, or little Artifices to exalt him- 


ſelf, and catch a vulgar Applauſe ; but an honeſt, ſerious En- 


deavour to honor God, and do good to Mankind. Let not 
the prous Author be offended with our Freedom, in ſaying, that 
his Life adds Weight to this Diſcourſe ; for the Latter is but a 
Copy of the Former: Nor ſhould it be forgotten, that the gracious 


God, who delights to honor the Humble and Sincere in Heart, 


gave manifej} 7 okens of his ſpecial Preſence, when this Diſcourſe 
was delivered : Not only the Speaker, but divers of the Hearers, 


| both M. niſters and People, being ſolemnly affefted and tenderly 


touched with the precious Truths therein contained. May 

God, of his infinite Mercy, keep theſe Things in the Imagination 

of 60 the Ti bought: of our Hearts, and enable us to aft accordingly : 
= $ May 


("09-3 


May we, eſpecially who are of the Sacred Order, obtain Mercy 


to be faithful, as well as prudent and humble unto Death. 

There is nothing of greater Conſequence to the Weal of the 
Churches, than taking due Care reſpecting the Admiſſion of Can- 
didates into the Mimſiry. If we are lax in this, and eafily in- 
troduce Perſons who have no poſitive Evidences of vital Godli- 
neſs ; Error will come in as 4 Flood, and inundate 


the Churches; experimental Piety gradually languiſb, and at 


 Iaſt totally expire: To prevent which awful Events, may Al 
mighty GO D bleſs the following Diſcourſe ——We add no 


more, but remain thy Servants fr CARIST' s Sake. 


Philadelphia, Nev. GILBERT TENNENT. 
e RICHARD TREAT. 
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f The FalTRFPUI. Minisrzn Encouraged : 
8 E R M ON, Se. 
| 2 CoRkIN Th. iv. 1. Therefor ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, 


as we have received M my we fat nt not. 


H E Diſpenſation of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Men, Brethren and Fathers, in ſeveral important 
| reſpects, far excels in Glory the Moſaic Diſpenſa- 
|. tion. This the (Apoſtle had obſerved and clearly 
| proved in the preceding Chapter, and from thence draws 
the juſt Concluſion in our Text, Therefore ſeeing we have 608 
Miniſtry, as we have received Mercy, we faint not. 
| Here we may obſerve ſeveral Things. 
fo 1. We have the Goſpel Miniſtry refer d to, call'd, This 
FF _—IArmjry. | 
1 2. Here are ſome engag d in this Work: WE nave this 
Miniſtry. They are put in Truſt with the Goſpel (a). 
3. This is to be acknowledged as a Mercy from God: 


join this Sentence with the laſt Clauſe, thus ; as we have re- 
ceived Mercy, we faint nor. | 


4 1 Theſ. li. 4. 


As we have RECEIveD Mercy, Some Expoſitors chuſe to 


6 The faithful Miniſter 


Theſe underſtood the Mercy here intended, to be, that of 
Miniſters being kept from fainting under their Trials. 

| Others join the two firſt Sentences in our Text together 
thus, Therefore ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have re- 
ceived Mercy. They conceive the Mercy here ſpoken of is 
that of being call'd and empley'd in the ſacred Work. Be- 
za's Jndgment in particular is mentioned in the Continuati- 
on of Poole s Annotations, in theſe Words ; The Tradu- 
b cers of this great Apoſtle took Advantage from his great 
„Trials and Afflictions, by reaſon of them, to conclude 
“him no ſuch Man, as he was by ſome repreſented ; and 
© the Apoſtle upon that takes Ad vantage to magnify his Office. 

* God (ſaith he) having intruſted us with fo g/orzous a Mini- 
ſtration, as I have proved that of the Goſpel to be, according 
to the Meaſure and Proportion of Gifts and Graces, 

« which God hath beſtowed upon us, or by reaſon of 
„ that infinite Grace and Mercy, which God hath 
* ſhewed us, in calling us to ſo honorable a Station and Of- 
« fice, though we meet with many Adverſaries, many Af- 
« flictions, many Difficulties, yet we bear up, and fink not 
* under them, nor faint in our Spirits becauſe of them.” 
Thus far he. In this Senſe I propoſe to conſider the 
JJ WS OR CORTE 
4. We may obſerve, that great Difficulties muſt be ex- 
pected in the Work of the Goſpel Miniſtry, or there wauld 
be no Danger of Fainting. f 
Again, that we ought not to faint under theſe Difficulties 
and Trials, but ſhould be able to ſay, through Grace, with 
the Apoſtle, we faint not. e 
And further, that an excellent Argument againſt Fainting 
in this Work, may be drawn from the Goſpel Miniſtry it- 
ſelf, and the ſeveral Motives, that relate to it. Therefore 
ſceing we have this Miniſtry, we faint not. — 


4 


La) 


N 
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Encouraged, Oc. 7 
Lofth, That faithful Minifters are kept from Fainting, by 


theſe precious Truths and Motives ſet home with divine Pow- 
er on their Souls ; hence they can fay with the Apoſtle, We 
faint not; otherwiſe we ſhould ſurely Faint. 
I might comprize theſe important Obſervations in a gene- 
ral One, and lay it down as the Foundation of the preſent 
Diſcourſe ; but as that would open too large a Field for 
this Opportunity, I ſhall confine myſelf to the Confideration 
and Improvement of theſe two Things, dig. The Mercy of 
being call'd to the Work of the Goſpel Miniftry, and ſome 
of the Reaſons and Arguments which are adapted to guard a- 
gainſt extreme Diſcouragements, and to excite to active and 
perſevering Diligence and Faithfulneſs in the Work. | 
And here I would humbly and earneſtly intreat my reve- 
rend Fathers and Brethren (with others of God's People pre- 
ſent) to lift up your Hearts with Faith and Fervency to the 
God of all Grace and Fulneſs in Jeſus Chriſt, that I may be 
enabled ſo to ſpeak on theſe Heads, and you ſo to hear, as 
that our Souls may be much quickened and animated in our 
Work, in order to the faving Good of many Souls, and the 
Advancement of the Divine Glory in the World. 

I am, according to the Method propos d, 
I. To conſider it as a Merey to 5 faichful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, that they have this Miniſtry, that they are call'd to 
this Work. We have this Miniſtry, as we have received Mer- 
cy, faith our Text. God in his Mercy is ſet forth by an ex- 
cellent Divine, as God willing to ſuccour finful Men in their 
Miſery. And how 1s this remarkably manifeſted to, and ex- 
perienced by ſuch, of the ſinful miſerable Sons of Men, as are 
prepared for, and improved i in the miniſterial Work. Thus 
the Apoftle Paul, with reſpect to the glorious Goſpel of the 
bleſſed God, which was committed to his Truſt, ſays, 
thank Jeſus Chrif our Lord, who hath enabled me, for car he 
counted me faithful, putting me ima the M. W ( b 1 
$ 1 Tin i. 1116. . N 
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4/2/Pet. iii, 18. J Epil. Io 1 2 1 6 


83 The Jaiti hu Miniter 


Indeed, A Men ruſh into the Miniſtry, without the 
| Qualifications which the Word of God requires; they act 
a moſt fooliſh Part, and a Part moſt dangerous and pernici- 


ous, both to themſelves and others: But when they are en- 


dow'd with thoſe: Qualifications, and withal ſet apart to the 
facred Work by Faſting and Prayer, and the laying on of the 


Hands of the Prefbytery (c they may well be drawn out in 


Thankfulneſs to God and Chriſt, on the Account, and ſay, 
This is a Mercy, a great Mercy, conter'd on us unworthy, 


vile and finful Duſt, that unto us is committed ng MN of 
1 liation (d). 


This the . of Chriſt A eſteem a Mercy, as | 
it reſpects themſelves, as it reſpects others, and as they may 
thus in an eminent Degree e 10 Drune Glory in the 


i World. 


1 As it reſpetts themſelves, 1 5 5 855 | 
What a Mercy is it to be call'd to a Work, which! ts 8 


culated to promote their Increaſe of Grace as well as Gifts, ? 


And what a Confort muſt it be to the faithful Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, to conſider, that their general and particular 
Callings da happily coincide and ſubſerve each other? Their 
general Calling, the Care of their own Souls, their particular 
Calling; the Care: of others Souls. The more cloſely they 
walk with God themſelves, ſo much the more faithful and 
engag d they are in their Work, and the more likely to be 
ſucceſsful ; and on the other Hand, the more faithful they 
are in their Work, through Grace, ſo much the more they 
win Grace,' and in the 3 of our Lord and Saviour 
ic Chrif (e). So much the more their Sowls proſper and 


art in Health (] and ordinarily the more they enjoy the 


Conſolations of the Divine Spirit, wf, are not ſmall, the 


more cheir Light ſhines. before en and they. adorn their 


WAALS e Wa „Pre 
XY 4a. iv. 23151 15 e i ir. 14. 4 2 Cr. v v. . 19. 
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Encourazed, Oc. 9 


' Profeſſion, and the more they are attemper'd to the heaven- 
ly State, and prepared for eternal Glory. 
Tis true they are froin ſeveral Quarters beſet at times 
with T emptations, perhaps more ſo than others; as Officers 
in an Army are more aun'd and pointed at by the Enemy 
than private Soldiers; but theſe Temptations their great 
Lord and Leader wiſely permits, to prove them, and bring 
them to know more of themſelves, that they may take root 
downwards, 1n order fo bear Fruit upwards ; he ſhews them 
thus their own Inſufficiency, and leads them to depend up- 
on his All-ſufficiency in the New Covenant, and hereupon 
they find him @ very preſent Help in Trouble (g)): They are 
thus humbled and purified, and made more meet for their 
Maſcer's Service, more watchful and circumſpect, more pa- 
tient and reſign'd under Trials and Sufferings, and more di- 


ligent in their Work, and probably more ſucceſsful too; 
and this is a great Mercy, 


Again, the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are. to give themſelves 


to reading, to Meditation and Prayer ; --and how may they 
thus, through the divine Bleſſing, grow apace, both in doc- 
trinal and experimental Knowledge, yea, I may add, in e- 
very Chriſtian Grace and Virtue ? And is not tius a great 
Mercy ? 

It is a further Comfort and a Mercy too, that we, who 
have this Miniſtry, may be preaching to ourſelves, as well 


as praying over the Sermons we prepare for, and preach to 


others; yea, we may ſee more clearly the beautiful Harmo- 


ny and Connection of divine Truths, as well as feel more of 
the happy Effects of them; while we are attending on the 


Expoſition of ſacred Scripture, and when catechiſing our 
People, or making Preparations therefor. 
In the Adminiſtration of divine Ordinances, eſpecially the 


Sacraments of the New Teſtament, how may we reap much 


Profit and Pleaſure ourſelves, through Grace, ſee more of 
8 Eſal xlvi. 1, 9 the 


8 — Vati fd Mini ſcer 


Indeed, when Men rufli into the Miniſtry, without the 


Qualifications which the Word of God requires; they act 


a moſt fooliſh Part, and a Part moſt dangerous and pernici- 
ous, both to themſelves and others : But when they are en- 
dow'd with thoſe: Qualifications, and withal ſet apart to the 
facred Work by Faſting and Prayer, and the laying on of the 
Hands of the Preſby ytery (c) they may well be drawn out in 
Thankfulneſs to God and Chriſt, . on the Account, and fay, 


This is a Mercy, a great Mercy, confer'd on us unworthy, 
wile and finful Duſt, that unto us is committed fb —_ Y 


_— lation (d). 

This the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt rudy n a Mercy. as 
i t ref ſpects themſelves, as it reſpedts — and as they may 
thus in an eminent Degree e Os Divine Giory. in the 


4 Wark, 


101A it reſpects themſelves,” „ it 
What a Mercy is it to be call d to a Work, which is cal- 


| ulated! to promote their Increaſe. of Grace as well as Gifts, ? 


And what a Comfort muſt it be to the faithful Miniſters of 


the Goſpel,. to conſider, that their general and particular 


Callings da happily coincide and ſubſerve each other? Their 
general Calling, the Care of the:r'own Souls, their particular 


Lalling, the Care; of others Souls. The more cloſely they 


walk with God themſelves, ſo much the more faithful and 
engag d they are in their Work, and the more likely to be 
ſucceſsful ; and on the other Hand, the more faithful they 


are in their” Work, through: Grace, fo much the more they 
grow in Grace, and in the Laaabdgn of our Lord and Saviour 


Feſus Chriſt (e). So much the more rh Sculs proſper and 
are'in Health :(f and ordinarily the more they enjoy the 
Conſalations of the Divine Spirit, which are not . ſmall, the 


more their en ſhinea before: . and they adorn their 


** W. A. 
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Encourazed, c. Ns. 


Profeſſion, and the more they are attemper'd to the heaven- 


ly State, and prepared for eternal G.ory. 
'Tis true they are irom ſeveral Quarters beſet at times 
with Temptations, perhaps more 8 than others; as Officers 


in an Army are more aun'd and pointed at by the Enemy 
than private Soldiers; but theſe Temptations their great 


Lord and Leader wiſely permits, to prove them, and bring 


them to know more of themſelves, that they may take root 
downwards, in order to bear Fruit upwards ; he ſhews them 


thus their own Inſufficiency, and leads them to depend up- 
on his All-tufficiency in the New Covenant, and 1ereupon 


hey find him a very preſent Help in Trouble (g): They are 


thus humbled and purified, and made more meet for their 
Maſter's Service, more watchful and circumſpect, more pa- 


tient and refign'd under Trials and Sufferings, and more di- 
ligent in their Work, and probably more ns too ; 


and this is a great Mercy, 


Again, the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are.to give themſelves 


70 reading, to Meditation and Prayer; and how may they 
thus, through the divine Bleſſing, grow apace, both in doc- 


trinal and experimental Knowledge, yea, I may add, in e- 
very Chriſtian Grace and Ve ? And 1s not tius a great 


Mercy ? 
It is a further Comfort and a Mercy too, that we, who 
have this Miniſtry, may be preaching to ourſelves, as well 


as praying over the Sermons we prepare for, and preach to 


others ; yea, we 'may fee more clearly the beautiful Harmo- 
ny and Connection of divine T ruths, as well as feel more of 


the happy Effects of them; while we are attending on the 


Expoſition of facred Scripture, and when catechiſing our 


People, or making Preparations therefor. 

In the Adminiſtration of divine Ordinances, eſpecially the 
Sacraments of the New Teſtament, how may we reap much 
Profit and Pleaſure ourſelves, through Grace, ſee more of 

g Pjal xlvi. J. B the 


4 r 


10 The faithful Miniſter 


the Faithfulneſs, Grace, Holineſs, and other Perfections of 
our God and Saviour ; and grow more holy, comfortable 
and fruitful, 

In our Pafteral Viſits we may often, through Divine AC 
ſiſtance, caution and comfort, direct and edity others and 
ourſelves at the fame Time, 

And in the Diſcipline of God's Houſe, while we endea- 
vour to reclajm others, we may be not a little guarded and 
benefited ourſelves ; We may be led to ſee much of the Ag- 
gravations aud Evil of Sin, the Snares that lie thick around, 
the conſtant Neceſlity of Watchfulneſs and Prayer, and of 
living by Faith on God in Chriſt ; that we may as CHriſtians, 
and as Miniſters, bring forth much Fruit. 

In a Word, every Part of the miniſterial Work is in ſome 
reſpect or other adapted to promote our increaſing Conformi- 
ty to the Perfections and Will of God in our Hearts and 
Lives: Is it not then a Mercy, a great Mercy, that we have 
been call'd to this Work ? Mie have this May; as we have 
recerved Mer 

Though 1 it ©: is a difficult, yet it is alſo a delightful and uſe- 
ful, as well as honourable Work ; and 1 it is a Mercy, not only 
wh reſpect to us, but alſo, 4 

2. With reſpect to others. 

It is truly Wr both in the public and private Parts of 
it, as a Means to promote the beſt, the everlaſting Intereſts of 
all our Hearers; but Men are hardened by Sin and Unbelief, 
and blinded by Satan and the World: They hate the Light, 
and will not come to the Light, left their Deeds ſhould be repro- 
ved (). And nothing rg of the Almighty Energy of the 
Holy Ghoſt, will make the Word effectual to ſaving Purpo- 
ſes ; well may the Regenerate then be ſaid to be born of the 
ore: {30 Sy Grace we are ſaved, through Fat "a 5 

an 


h Tehn iii. 77 1 John ili. 5, 8. 


Encouraged, sc. : IT 


and that not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of God: Not of. 


Works, leſt any Man ſhould boaſt (k). But as the Spirit makes 
Uſe of the Word, ſo we are ſaid to be born again by the Word 
of God, and begotten through the Goſpel (I). And Faith is 
laid to come by Hearing, and Hearing Ag 4 Word of God; 


for how ſhall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and 


how ſhail they hear without a Preacher ? and how ſhall they 


preach, except they be ſent (m) ? The Apoſtle was not 


aſhamed of the Gefpel of Chriſt, for, ſays he, it is the Poaver 


7 God unto Salvation to every one that believeth} ; and to theſe 
We are the Savour of Life unto Life, throu oh rich Grace, 


although to others the Savour of Death unto Death (n). 
We are call'd in the miniſterial Work, as Inſtruments to 
inſiruct the Ignorant, to convince the Erroneous, to reclaim 


the Vicious, to awaken the Secure, to rouge the Slothful, 


to /ap the Foundation of Hypocrites, and to h the Self. 
righteous their extream and deſtructive Folly; and though 
this is truly hard Work, yet it muſt be done in God's 


Strength, and when done and bleſt, very uſeful. 


It is further uſeful and pleaſant withal, to direct enquiring 
Souls to Chriſt, to n them over to him, through his all- 


powerful Grace, that they may receive him in his moſt glorious 
Perſon and precious Benefits, as he is offer'd in the Goſpel: 
And what a Mercy is this both to us and them. 


Again, we are call'd as Inſtruments, to build up the Saints 


in Faith, and Holineſs, and Comfort. We are to comfort 
them in their Trials from within and without, with the 


B 2 e fame 


+ Very j ;aft then is the Concluſion drawn dy the p* us and i ingenious Watts, 
Should all the Forms that Men deviſe, | 
Aſſault my Faith with rreach*rous Ark, 
I's call them Vanity and Lies, ö 
And bind the Goſpel to my Heart. 


4 Eph. i n. , % £4 Pet. i. 23. 1 Cor iv. TH m Rom. X. 


17, 14, 15. 1 Rom. i. 16. 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
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12 Toe faithful Miniſer 


feme Conſolations, wherewith we ourſelves are comforted of God. 


And is it not a Favour to be made thus uſeful to God's Peo- 
ple? We were calldin our Work 76 carry the Lambs in 
our Beſom, and gently to lead thoſe that are with Young, after 
the Example and under the Influence of the great, the chief 
Shepherd (y). We are to give Milè to Babes, as well as 


ſtreng Meat to the more grown (q) to flirengthen the Weak, 


to fix the Wavering, to guide the Doubting, to quicken the 
Backward, to fuccour the Tempted, to direct Believers to be 


[irong, not in the Grace they have received, but in the Grace 


which ts in Chriſt Jeſus ; and to be engaged, through Grace, 
in improving the Comforts they enjoy, as Encouragements 
and Means to an higher End, even Holineſs and the Divine 
Glory. Thus our Work, the miniſterial Work is adapted, 
and thus it is bleſt to the Benefit of many Souls: We may 


juſtly ſay then, Ve have this Miniſtry, as we have received 


Mercy: Eſpecially fince, 
3. We may, with Divine Afiiſtance, by and in this Work, 
in an eminent Degree promote the Divine . in the 


World. 
How 1s the Glory of God and Chriſt and true Religion ma- 


nifeſted by our Increaſe in Gifts and Grace, in Holineſs and 


Uſefulneſs Thence it appears in ſome Meaſure what a Maſ- 
ter we ſerve, what a God we worſhip, what a Saviour we 
preach and offer, what a Religion we profeſs and recom- 
mend. 

My Brethren, certainly God is the greateſt and beſt of Be- 
ings ; furely then, the ſetting him forth to be, or manifeſt- 
ing him as ſuch, is the greateſt and higheſt End that can be : 
This is his Glory, this End is worthy of a God, and this 
is the higheſt End of aff his Friends, Children and Servants: 
This End, the Work of the Miniſtry, is wondertully ſuited 
and bleſt to promote : What a Mercy is it then to any of us 
vile, apoftate and periſhing Sons of Men, to be brought 
2 2 xl. 2. 7 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2. home 


Enucouraged, c. 13 


home to Chriſt, and call'd to this ſacred Work. Ve have 

this Miniſtry, as we bove recei ded Mercy. 

I would here make two Remarks on this Head, before 
vye 1 to the next. 

We may plainly fee, that we who are in the Miniſtry, 

have no reaſon to think highly of ourſelves, no reaſon to be 


proud and Pain-gloricus. We ſhould indeed take Care to 
magnify cur Office, and in no Inſtances or reſpects to under- 


act the ſacred Character; but at the ſame Time, the Lan- 
guage of each of our Souls. muſt be that of Fes, Bebel I am 


vile (f. The Temper of our Minds, and the Tenor of 


our Lives, ſhould be humble and holy. How ſhould we 
be clothed with Humility, as it were from Head to Foot, who 

are Miniſters of the meek and lowly Jeſus : How ſhould we 
watch and pray againſt Pride, hate and ſhun this vile Morfter 


and this dangerous Snare, this awful Condemnation of the De- Y 


il, Let us often think, for our Humiliation, hat have 


ae, that is in any Meaſure good and valuable, that we have 


not received ? And again, what have we that we have not 
miſimproved? And as to the Goſpel Miniſtry, it will be a 
fpecial Guard againſt Pride, to realize, through Grace, 
how we came by it, namely, by meer undeſerved Mercy, and 
ſhall we be proud of Mercy ? We have this Miniſtry only as 
we have recerved Mercy. Where is Boaſting then ? It is ex- 


cluded. 
| 2. Hence 


* «Tri is a divine as well as wiſe and juſt Remark made by one of the a 
Aaſtirs of Thought in the laſt Age, that Perſons of Quality and Character 
ought to have two S:tts of Thoughts by which to regulate their Conduct: By 
the one they are to view themſelves in their State ofdiſtinguiſhing Elevation, which 


is not from Nature, but arbitrary Eftabliſhmer# ; by the other they are to take a 
40 
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with the reſt of Mankind.” (And I may here add, of Sin and Miſery.) 
Pemberton's Election Sermon, tp I. 


r Job xl. 4. 
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14 The faithful Miniſler 
2. Hence we may obſerve Ground of peculiar Encourage- 
ment in the Work of the Miniſtry amidſt all the Difficulties 
that attend it. Me have this Miniſtry, as we have received 
Mercy ; and is it a Mercy we have it, and ſhall we be diſ- 
couraged with it ? Shall we be diſcouraged with Mercy ? 
Therefore let us not faint... 
With this Thought we come by an eaſy Tranſition, to the 
2. General Head, under which I am to conſider and ſet be- 
fore you ſome of the many Reaſons and Arguments inducing 
to K aithſulneſs in the Miniſterial Work : And here, 
1. The Command in God's Word ſhould powerfully and 
e engage to be faithful and not faint in this great 
Work. This Command we have in theſe Words (/) Go ye 
and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve 
all Things whatſcever ] have commanded you. And in another 
Place, Take heed to yourſelves, and to all the Flock, over which 
the Holy Ghoſt bath made You Overſeers, to feed the C hurch of. 
God, which he hath purchaſed with his cwn Blood, And again, 
I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
judge the Quick and the. Dead at bis Appearing, and his King- 
dom : Preach the Word, be inſtant in Scaſon, and out of Seaſen 
_ reprove, rebuke, exbort with all Long-fuffering and Doctrine. 
Watch thou in all Things, endure Afi&ions, do the Work of an 
Evangelift, make fl Preof of thy Miniſtry. With many 
other Paſſages to the ſame Purpoſe. Surely, my Brethren, 
the Mind and Will of the Lord, infinitely. glorious in him- 
ſelf, and withal our Maker, Preſerver, and Governor, Be- 
nefactor and Redeemer, thus revealed in his Word, ſhould 
engage us, through Grace, to chearful, conſtant and faithful 
Obedience. Therefore ſeeing we have this Os as we 
have recei wed Mercy, let us not faint... 


2: The 


F Mat. xxvili. 19, 20. Ads xx. 28. 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 5, 


Encouraged, ' &c. 15 


The Example of Chriſt ſhould: animate us in the mini- 
fterial Work. 

Here we have a perfect Pattern to copy after. The bleſ- 

ſed Jeſus diſcover'd from Time to Time the moſt ardent 


Love to God and Man in his more public and private Tranſ— 


actions and Miniſtrations, and ſought not his own Glory, but 
the Glory of him that ſent him; ſo ſhould we, through his 
Grace. | 

How zealous and cour agious was he, and yet how pru- 
dent and diſcreet ? How plain and pungent, and yet how 
compaſſionate, how regardleſs of the Flatteries or Frowns of 
the World ? how meck and lowly of Heart ? how faithful 
in the Diſcharge of perſonal and relative Duties? he holy 
and pure? how reſigned to his Heavenly Father's Diipoſal ? 
how frequent and fervent in Prayer, and how laborious in 
his beloved Work ? (r] I muſt work, ſays he, the Works of 
him that ſent me, while it is Day. And again, My Meat ts 
to do the Will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh his Work. 


How willing was he to do and ſuffer what he was call'd to, 
even to the Death? Oh Sirs! Let the ſame mind be in us, 


that was in him : W Bereſore, holy Brethren, . Rartakers of the 
heavenly Calling, let us confider the Apoſtle and High Prieft of 
our Profeſſion, Chriſt Teſus ; who was faithful to him that ap- 
pointed him, as alſo Moſes was faithful in all his Houſe (u). 


Let us not then be «weary or faint in our minds, or flag in the 


more difficult Part, or latter Stages of our road ; but may 
we ſay,' and ſpeak it with Truth, Seeing we have this Mini- 
ſtry, as ae have received Mercy | of the Lord) we faint not. 
3. The Example of Chriſt's he's ant Servants in the Mini- 
ſtry ſhould animate us in the Work. Tis true, my Bre- 
tbren, the beſt of Chriſt's Miniſters are imperfect in the pre- 
ſent State, and therefore not to be propos'd as perfect Pat- 


terns 
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terns for Imitation; but we are to be Folicwers of them, ' even 
as they are of Chrift (w) ; fo far as they are fo, and no far- 
ther. How encouraging is it to obſerve them, while attend- 
ed with a Body of Sin and Death, and aſſaulted by Temp- 
tations from the World and the Devil, as we are ; yet, 
through Grace, approving themſelves fincere, and! in a good 
Degree engag'd in their Work. 

What a lovely Example is ſet before us in our Text, and 
the following Verſe Therefore ſeeing we pda this Miniſtry, 
243 ave have received Mercy, we faint not: But have rencunced 
the hidden Things of Difhoneſty, not walking in Craftineſs, nor 
1 Handling the Word of God deceiifully, bit by manifeſtation of 
the Triih, commending ourſelves to every man's Conſcience in 
} the S1ght of God. And again, in the fame Epiſtle, We do all 

Things, dearly Beloved, for your Edifying (x). Our Exbort- 


| 
| 
| 


| "ation, faith this great Apoſtle of the Genzzles, in another E- 
pPiſtle (y) was not of Deccit, nor of Uncleanneſs, nor in Gutle, 
{ but as we were allowed cf Ged to be put in Truft with the Goſpel, 


| even fo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but Ged, which trieth 
our Hearts. For neither at.any Time uſed WC flatterti;g Nerds, 
as ye know, nor a Choke of Sele God is Witneſs. Nor 
of men fought we Glory, neither of you, nor yet of others : Be- 
ing affectionately defirous of You, we were willing to have im- 
parted unto You, not the Goſpel of God only, But alſo our own 
Souls, becauſe Ye awere drar unto us. Ye are Witneſſes, and 
God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and unblamtably we behaved 
ourſelves among You that Kells And elſewhere (Sz). I rake 
You to record this Day, that I am pure from the Blood of all 
men; for I have not ſhunned to declare unto You, the whole 
Counſel of God. Ye know how Thept back nothing that was pro- 
= fi able unto 5, a Dans er Nu, aer ou taught You _ Me 
[| Lig en Dec gc. ot 105.5 1 a 
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lickly and from Houſe to Houſe. Remember that by the Space 
of Three Years, Tceaſed not to warn every one Ni ght and Day 
with Tears. Again ſpeaking of Bonds and Aſfflictions abiding 


him, he ſays, But none of theſe Things move me, neither count 


Iny Life dear unio my ſelf, fo that I might finiſh my Courſe 
with Joy, and the Miniſtry which I have received of the Lord. 
Jeſiis, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 


Oh! how willing have the faithful Servants of the dear 


 Regeemer been in the primitive Times, and fince, 7% keep un- 


der their Bodies (a) to live near to God, t ſpend and be ſpent 
in the Service of Chrift and. of Souls; and even when call d 
to it, to ſeal the Truth with their Bloods. 

We have great reaſon, my Brethren, to bleſs God, that 
a conſiderable Number of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in 
Great-Britain and America have, in our Day, been much. 
engag'd in the Cauſe. of God; among theſe may be reckon'd. 


godly Mr. Wizteficld; whole ind: efatigable and ſucceſsful La- 


bours, for almoſt z7wenty Years together, ſhould be improv'd 
for the Encouragement and Quickening of all truly engag d 
in the ſacred Work; whoſe Name is juſtly very dear to us: 
May God- Almighty always keep him, with other his Gor | 
vants, humble; bleſs them, and make them Bleſſings, and 
that more and more abundantly, to the Praiſe of bis Glory in 


_ Chriſt Feſuus. 


While we are muſing on theſe Things, let the Fire of 
Divine Love and: Zeal be enkindled in our Breaſts, and burn 
vigorouſly, that we may be. ſweetly conſtrained- to fay, 
Therefore ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have received 
Mercy, e fat nt not, and, throngh Grace, we Will not 


faint. 
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4. The Example of che holy Angels, ſhould quicken us in 
our Work. They are Meſſengers of the Lord, as their 
Name imports ,; in ſeveral reſpects their Work and ours re- 


ſemble each other; no Wonder then, that Miniſters of the 


Goſpel are called Angels (5). It may further be intended 


by this Appellation, that we ſhould be excited, as far as the 


Imperfections of the preſent State admit, to an Imitation 
of the holy Angels, who are ſaid (c) aiways to behold the 


Face of our Father which is in Heaven, and fly with winged 


Zeal to execute his Commands, encamp round about thoſe 


that fear the Lord, for their Comfort and Deliverance, and 


rejoice at the Converſion of Sinners, &c. 3 
Are the Angels heavenly-minded, zealous and faithful in 
their Work, let us be fo in ours, through Grace; There- 


fore, ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have received Mercy, 
let us not faint. | | 


5. The Induſtry and Malice, Subtilty and Succeſs of the 
Devil in his Attempts to ruin Mens Souls, ſhould engage 


us the more in faithful Endeavours, that they may be reſcu- 


ed and faved-; or in other Words, ſhould quicken us to 


Diligence in our Work. 


Me are not ignorant of Satan's Devices (d): Let us then 
be concerned, that we, and others, eſpecially thoſe under 


our immediate Care, may be guarded againſt them. 


The Drift of the Spirit of God, in order to the recovery 


of poor captive Seuls out of the Snare of the Devil, is to 
counter-act, and to guard againft his Devices (e). The 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, as Workers together with God (f) 


arc 


5 Rev. i. 20. c Mat. xviii. 10. Dan. ix. 9, 21. P/. c. iii. 20,21. 
Pſal. xxxiv. 7. Luke xv. 10. d 2 Cor. ii. 11. e 2 Cor. iv. 


3, 4. comp. with Acls xxvi. 17, 18. F 2 Cor. vi. 1. 
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are engag'd as Inſtruments to guard againſt the fame Devi- 
ces, and are eſpecially concern'd that Souls may t recrive 
the Goſpel of the Grace of God in vain (g). Our Adverſary 
tbe Devil, as the Apoſtle Peter obſerves, as a roaring Lion, 


| walketh about, ſeeking whom be may devour. = 

if Is the Devil, the Enemy of all Good, an Adverſary ta 

1 Souls? Shall not we Miniſters of the Goſpel be Friends to 
them? 


Is he, with his Inſtruments, ſet with Boldneſs, like Li- 
ons, againſt Souls? Sha'n't we be couragious as Lions in go- 
ing through all Difficulties to promote their ſaving Good? 

A Does he roar with Malice and Wrath againſt Souls ? Sha'n't 

| we cry with Fervency to God for them, and cry aloud to 

1 them with Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion, and beſeech them 

| to be reconciled to God? Does the Devil walk about, ſeeking 

1 whom he may devour, and that with awful Succefs, and 
ſhall we ſtick at any Pains, Night or Day, in public or pri- 
vate, at home or abroad, m the Buſineſs. of our Calling as 
Miniſters, which is to ſeek whom we may as Inſtruments 
fave from the Jaws of this devouring Lion, and guide to the 
xegions of Glory? If we, Brethren, ſhould faint, the De- 
vil will not; Therefore ſeeing we have this. Miniſtry, as we 
have received Merey, let ws not ſaint. 

6. The Worth of Souls ſhould engage Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to Faithfulneſs in their Work. The great Worth. of 

| Souls makes the Devil fo eager to deſtroy them. : 

b This makes the holy Angels engag'd for their Good ; 

| this cauſes Joy in Heaven on their Converſion. Here are two 

Worlds at Strife ; about what ? about earthly Crowns and. 

| Scepters ? no! theſe are Trifles. About what then? The 
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Souls of Men, whoſe Worth is exceeding great. What are 
all the Kingdoms of the World, and Glory of them, in Compa- 
riſon with the Soul? If you put theſe in one Scale, and the 


Soul in the other, they come up light as Vanity itſelf. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour has determined this Point, both by 


his Words and Practice; by his Practice, when he pour'd 
Contempt on the World; but laid down his precious Lite, 
and ſhed his Heart's Blood, to redeem and fave periſhing 


Souls :—By his Words, which are theſe (4) What is a 

Man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe his own 

Soul 2 Or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange for his Soul? 
Oh! Shall we not be engaged then, agreeable to the De- 


ſign of our Commiſſion, and from a Senſe of the Worth of 


Souls, in the moſt painful and faithful Endeavours, through 
divine aſſiſting Grace, to open Mens Eyes, and to turn them 
rom Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 


God, that they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance 


among them that are fanttified by Faith which is in Chriyt. 


Therefore, beloved Brethren, ſceing we have this Miniſtry, as 
we have received Mercy. let us not faint. 

7. Mens Care and Pains about Things of leſs Worth, ſhould 
engage and animate us in our Work rf. How will Men riſe 


up early, and ſit up late (i) and eat the Bread of Sorrow and 
Care, in order to obtain earthly Enjoyments, which periſh in 


the 


+ A Soul immortal, ſpending all her Fires, 
Waſting her Strength in ſtrenuous Idleneſs, 
Thrown into Tumult-raptur'd, or alarm'd, 
At ought this Scene can threaten, or indulge, 
Reſembles Ocean into Tempeſt wrought, | 
To waft a Feather, or to drowna Fly. Night Thoughts. 


b Mutthew xvi. 26. i Pſalm cxxvii. 2. 
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the Uſing. What Pains will Men take, yea, what Ha- 
zards will they run, in purſuit of © plittering Gems, gaudy 
Honors, and ſhining Duſt,” which after all are Vanity ? 
How will Men be at vaſt Expence and Labour, ſome Way 
or other, to pleaſe and pamper their Bodies, which yet muſt 
ſoon moulder into their kindred Duſt ; and ſhall not we be 
as much, nay more concern'd about their precious Souls, 
that muſt ſurely live forever, either in a State of Happineſs, | 
or Miſery * Therefore ſceing we have this Miniſtry, as we 
have received Mercy, let us never faint. 

Again, the Suffictency of Divine Grace held forth to us in 
the precicus Promiſes of God's Word, ſhould comfort and a- 
nimate us in our Work. Many and great are our Trials 
and Difficulties from without and within, and they often 
meet and join their Forces; we may well ſay then, Who is 
ſufficient for theſe Things (k) And we ſhould ſurely ſink, 
had we not a more than human Prop, at ſuch a Time, a 
divine Support; ſuch as Paul had given him, when afflicted 
with a Thorn in the Fleſh, the Meſſenger of Satan to buffet 
him: When in this Diſtreſs, he be/ought the Lord thrice, he 
had this Anſwer (/) My Grace is ſufficient for thee, for my 
Strength is made perfect in Weakneſs. How is it with Paul 
now ? he is kept from fainting, he is refreſh'd, he even re- 
joices and triumphs, and gives God the Glory; Moſt gladly 
therefore, ſays he, will rather glory in my . that 
the Power of Chriſt may reſt upon me. Again he tells us al 

| where, 


+ Beware what Farth calls Happineſs ; ; beware 

All Joys, but Joss that never can expire. 

Who builds on leſs than an immortal Baſe, 175 
Fond as he ſeems, condemns his Joys to Death. Night Thoughts. 


& 2 Cor. ii, 16. 12 Cor. xii. 9, 
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12 The faithfut Mini/ter 
where (n) He can do all Things, through Chriſt, whi 00 


ftrengtheneth him; ſo may we too, living by Faith on the 


fame Mediator of the New Covenant, which is well ordered in 
all Things, and ſure : Let us then truſt in the Lord for ever; 


in the Lord Jebovab is everlaſting Strength (n). But what 


need I enlarge ? Have we not the expreſs Promiſe of our 
Lord Jeſus Qccift to his faithful Minifters (o) Lo, I am with 


you always, oven unto the End of the World. Therefore; ſeeing 
ave have this Miniſtry, and theſe Supports and * 


ments, as we have received Mercy, we fant not. 
Furthermore, farrounding Dangers join d to the laſt Con- 

fideration, fhould engage us to Faithfulnefs in our Work. 

Indeed Dangers in themſelves tend to damp and diſcourage, 


but when they meet with a Mind prepar'd for them, they 


ſerve to quicken and animate. This is remarkable in Per- 
ſons of a martial Spirit; I may inſtance in Alexander the 
Great, who in a Time of great and uncommon Peril, breaks 


out into this Expreſſion, Hoc eſt periculum, par animo Alex- 


andri * This! is a Danger fit for the Spirit of an Alexander 
« to encounter.” 


As the Devil would fain ruin Souls, ſo de would fain 
keep Minifters of the Word from being faithful; and often 


fands at their Ri ght band to refit them (p). The remains of 


Corruption within us, give great Strength to his Temptati- 
ons; and the Difficulty and Danger is increas d by the 
World ; mean by the Fears and the Hopes of the preſent 
State. Oh! what Need have we to live near to God, that 
we may be well ſupplied and fortified againſt theſe Aſſaults; 
and likewiſe — ned and * through 3 to 

Pluck 


# Zecb. Ui. r. 


n | Phil. ir. 13. n Ja. xxvi 4. o Mat. xxvill. 20. 
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pluck Souls as Brands out of the Burning, and to uſe ſkilfully 
and faithfully thoſe Weapons of Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
which are not carnal, but mighty, through God, to the pulling 
dewn of ſtrong Holds (q) the ſtrong Holds of Sin, eſpecially 
Licentiouſnets and Self-righteouſneſs, and of Satan and the 
World, who are join'd in a moſt diſmal and dangerous Con- 
federacy. 1 3 7 

Again, the Dangers that at preſent ſurround our Land 


and Nation, ſhould deeply affect us, and engage us in en- 


creaſing Zeal, Labours and Faithfulneſs. 

We are indeed bleſt with very great Privileges both 
civil and ſacred, under the Smiles of indulgent Heaven, and 
the mild and juſt Adminiſtration of the beſt of Kings, who 


may well be ſtiled a Father of his People; but the haughty, 
perfidious and cruel French, with their Confederates, are 


bent upon rending theſe uin; if poſſible from us; up- 


on deſtroying our Lives, or, which ought to be much dear- 


er to us, our Liberty and our Religion. : 
An holy and righteous God, tho he has favour'd us with 


ſome remarkable Inſtances of undeſerved Goodneſs and Suc- 
ceſs in the Eaſt and North; for which we ought ſurely to 


return him our moſt grateful Acknowledgments in Heart, 
Lip and Life ; yet becauſe of the many and grievous Sins of 
this Land and Nation has ſuffer d our Enemies to gain ſome 
Advantages againſt us, eſpecially in our late awfu/ Defeat to 
the Weſtward. 


Thus we ſee in ſome Meaſure what we are when left to 


\ ourſelves; but Vo will be indeed to us F God depart from us (r) 


and a Deluge of Popery, Tyranny and Slavery overwhelm us. 

Our Danger is evidently much encreaſed by the aforeſaid 
terrible Frown of Divine Providence ; but what makes our 
„ Caſe 
7 2 Cor. x. 4. 1 Hop. ix. 12. 


24 The faithful Mmiſter 


Caſe moſt of all dar and diſmal is this, viz. Our continuing 
in general ſupid and unreform'd, unbeheving and impenitent 
under this late awwf/u/ Judgment, added to the Drought, and 


to other Judgments ſent before, as well as under the many 


and great Mercies and Privileges we have long enjoy'd, and 
long abus'd and miſimprov' d, which the Lord in his Provi- 
dence therefore loudly threatens to take from us, to with- 
draw his gracious Influence and Protection at once, and 


what would then be left behind, but Darkneſs and Perplexi-- 


ty, Confufion and Horror, Deſolation and Miſery 2 
In this Day of Darkneſs and Gloomineſs, my Brethren, we 


| ſhould be deeply humbled and penitent ourſelves, and faith- 
fully promote others being ſo. In this Day of imminent 


Danger, let us not fail to ſound the Alarm with Faithfulneſs 


and Compaſſion, with Plainneſs and Pungency. Let us c#y 


cloud, and not ſpare (/) let us fhew to our People, and the 
People of this Land and Nation, heir Tranſgreſſions and their 
Sins, Sins againſt God's Law and againſt his Grace, &c. and 


let us, through Grace, be more faithful than ever in our 


Labours, both in public and private for the good of dear 
precious Souls: And how ſhould we Brethren withal, as 
Daniel ſucceſsfully did (7) ſet our Face to the Lord God, to 


ſeek by Prayer and Supplication, with Faſting and Humiliati- 
on, and confeſjng our Sin, and the Sin of our People. 


Thus let us ſand in the Gap, as well as on the Watch Tower : 


For Zion's Sake we will not hold our Peace, and for Feruſalem's 


Sake we will not reſt, until the Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 
Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as a Lamp that burn- 
eth (u). Therefore ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have re- 
ved Mercy, we faint not, and, thro! Grace, we will not faint. 
8945 | Several 


La. lviii- 1. f Dan. ix. 3, 20. a ſa. Ixii. 1. 


Eucouraged, ec. 15 


Several other Arguments engaging to Faithfulneſs in the 
miniſterial Work, might here be conſidered, but as I would 
not be tedious, I purpoſe to mention them more briefly 1 in a 


concluding Addreſs, and paſs now to the 


e eee 


1. Hence we learn, what young, Men ſhould have a true 
and juſt Senſe of,, who are about to enter upon the Work of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry ; even of theſe important Arguments 
and Motives mentioned, and ſuch like. 

Surely they ought to fit down and count the Cot in the 


firſt Place: It would be. extream F. olly to do otherwiſe, 


and if they do that well, they would by no Means venture 


on the Work, without a real and ſpiritual Senſe of the Mo- 
tives engaging to Faithfulneſs therein; for without that, 


= c 


they might juſtly expect to faint and fall under the Difficulties 


of the Work, which are fuch;. as would be too hard for a 
Gabriel, unaſſiſted to grapple with. What Preſumption, 


what Madneſs is it then, for any one to undertake this Work 


in his own Strength, which is Weakneſs ztſelf, and will be as 
nothing, when ſet againſt the united T emptations of the 


World, the Fleſb and the Devil? How is the poor Soul 


made an eaſy Prey, being without God, and without his 
Grace and Strength ſecured ? and what is like to become 


then of the miſerable Souls he undertakes the Care of? 

"How awful is it for a Perſon to promiſe: before God, Angels 
5 and Men, to be faithful in a Work, which is properly ſpiri- 
tual; and which at the ſame Time he, being unconverted, 
hates, becauſe it is ſpiritual, from the Dot, of his Heart ; 


for the carnal Minds Exnmity againſt God (w) 4, T- 


w Rom. vin. 7. Is 
. What greater Soleciſm than a Man of God without true Cl, a aufg 
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Caſe moſt of all darꝶ and diſmal is this, viz. Our continuing 
in general ſupid and unreform'd, unbelieving and impenitent 


under this late awf#/ Judgment, added to the Drought, and 
to other Judgments ſent before, as well as under the many 


and great Mercies and Privileges we have long enjoy d, and 


long abus'd and miſimprov d, which the Lord in his Provi- 


dence therefore loudly threatens to take from us, to with- 


draw his gracious Influence and Protection at once, and 


what would then be left behind, but Darkneſs and Perplexi- 


ty, Confuſion and Horror, Deſolation and Miſery ? 
In this Day of Darkneſs and Gloomineſs, my Brethren, we 


ſhould be deeply humbled and penitent ourſelves, and faith- 
fully promote others being ſo. In this Day of imminent 
Danger, let us not fail to found the Alarm with Faithfulneſs 


and Compaſſion, with Plainneſfs and Pungency. Let us cry 
aloud, and not ſpare (/) let us fhew to our People, and the 


People of this Land and Nation, heir Tranſgreſions and their 


Sins, Sins againſt God's Law and againſt his Grace, &c. and 


let us, throu gh Grace, be more faithful than ever in- our 


Labours, a. in public and private for the good of dear 
precious Souls: And how ſhould we Brethren withal, as 


Daniel ſucceſsfully did (t ſet our Face to the Lord God, to 


ſeek by Prayer and Mol Cr with Faſting and Humiliati- 
on, and confeſſing our Sin, and the Sin of our People. 

Thus let us fand in the Gap, as well as on the Watch Tower : 
For Zion's Sake we will not hold our Peace, and for Feruſalem's 
Sake we will not reſt, until the Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 
Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as 4 Lamp that burn-- 
eth (u). Therefore ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have re- 


crived Mercy, we faint rat, and, thro! Grace, we will not faint. 


Several 


Ia. lviii- 1. f Dan. ix. 3, 20. a ſa. Ixii. 1. 
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Encouraged, c. 15 
Several other Arguments engaging to Faithfulneſs in the 
miniſterial Work, might here be conſidered, but as I would 


not be tedious, I purpoſe to mention them more briefly in a 
concluding Addreſs, and pals now to the 


TR 8 E 


1. Hence we learn, what young Men ſhould have a true 
and juſt Senſe of,, who are about to enter upon the Work of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry ; 3 even of theſe important Arguments 
and Motives mentioned, and ſuch like. 

Surely they ought to fit down and count the Cot in the 
firſt Place: It would be extream F. olly to do otherwiſe, 
and if they do that well, they would by no Means venture 
on the Work, without a real and fpiritnal Senſe of the Mo- 
tives engaging” to Faithfulneſs therein; for without that, 
they might juſtly expect to faint and fall under the Difficulties 
of the Work, which are fuch; as would be too hard for a 
Gabriel, ' anaffiſted to grapple with. What Preſumption, 
what Madneſs is it then, for any one to undertake this Work 
in his own Strength, which is Weakneſs ztſelf, and will be as 
nothing, when ſet againſt the united F emptations of the 
World, the Fleſb and the Devil? How is the poor Soul 
made an eaſy Prey, being without God, and without his 


Grace and Strength ſecured? and what is like to become 
then of the miſerable Souls. he undertakes the Care of ? 


How awful is it-for a Perſon to promiſe: before God, Angels 


and Men, to be faithful in a Work, which is properly ſpiri- 
tual ; and which at the ſame Time he, being unconverted, 
hates, becauſe it is ſþ/777nal, from the Renn of his Heart; 
for the carnal Mind is Rumi againſt God (w) 4, 7. 


w Rom. viii. 7.0 bs 
"3 What greater Soleciſm than a Man of God without true Godlinefs, a W 
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Is not he more likely to make the Hearts of God's People 
fad, than to feed Chritt's Sheep and Lambs, while he is void 
| of any true Love to Chriſt (x) ? Is not he more likely to 
direct poor Souls that are enquiring the Way to Glory into 
| ſome $2ul-rumng By-path, eſpecially the Path he is in him- 
}  A4Aelf, than to point them to the right road, which he is expe- 
rimentally an utter Stranger to? 


| Oh!] that young Men would be cautious upon this Head, 
| leſt they incur the Guilt of Blood to an amazing Degree, and 
| pave the Way to a moſt aggravated Condemnation®. | 

And how careful ſhould the Miniſters of the Goſpel be, with 
. reſpect to the Introduction of others into the ſacred Work|| : 


1 . ß 


Aſiniſter, that is not a true and real Chriſtian; and ſuch none can be without real 
. Regeneration, and true Sanctificatiuon wrought in him by the Renewings of the 
88 Holy Gheft ; which therefore every one that deſires to enter into the Holy Of- q 
. fice of the Goſpel Miniſtry, or does officiate therein, ought moſt ſericufly to N 
. enquire into his Experience ot; and not forget, that it is required of a Miniſter | 
RY of Chriſt, that he'be vlameleſs, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, and that be exerciſe him- 

|, ſelf unto Godlineſs. Holineſs then (even that Holineſs without which no Alan ſhall 
fee the Lord) belongs to the Scripture Character of a Steward of God; and this 
all unſanctified, unholy Miniſters ought to think of with Trembling. In 3 
Word, it appears from the Work, Deſign, Ends, and Uſe of the Goſpel Mini- 
ſtry, and Scripture Qualifications required of him who officiates therein, that he 
muſt be a Man of ſincere Piety, and true Godlineſs, SY 
3 HPeierſan's Sermon on Mr. Dickinſon's Death. 
I And it ſeems to me theſe would act very unadviſedly, that ſhould enter on 
that great and ſacred Work (of the Miniftry) before they had comfortable Sa- 

tisfaction coneerglng themſelves, that they have had a faving Work of God on 

their Souls. Edwards“ Thoughts concerning the Revival of Religion, 

* We haue all of us perſonal: Guilt enough upon us, let us not add other 

Mens Guilt to our Account: To be guilty. of the Blood of the meaneſt Man up- 

on Earth, is a Sin, which will cry in your Conſciences; but to be guilty of the 
Blood of Souls, Lord! who can bear it? Flavel's Treatiſe of the Soul of Man. 

In the Light of this Truth, be may alſa read our Duty, how we ought to govern 

ourſelves in the Ordination of Nen to the minifterial Office. This Office is to be com- 

mitted unto faithful and able Men, 2 Tir. ii. 2. Not to Novices, 1 Tim. iii. 6. 
I know the Necaſſities of the Church are great; but no more Hafte (I beſecch_ 

you)-to ſupply their Wants than good Speed. Satis celeriter feri, quickguid com- 
mode geritur : That's ſoon enough, that's well enough. Tis a leis Hazard, to 


pur 


* 5 n e He 1 


engag d to promote his * and the Salvation of immor- 


ſhould be waited for in this Caſe; eſpecially ſince Timothy is 


faithful Men, who [fall be able to teach others alſo (2). 


when on his Death-Bed, and in the near Views of Eternity, 


Miniſters are left to be /ax' upon this Head, the Number of 


even with heterodox, looſe and vicious Miniſters ; which. 


Encourazed, exc. 27 


Though they don't know the Heart ; yet to inſiſt upon ſuf- 
ficient Grounds of Satisfaction, not only that they who offer 
themſelves, are grfted, learned, crihodex, and the like, but 
alſo that they are /av:7gly acquainted with Chrift, and truly 


tal Souls. 

Is it not expretly requir d, that the Scripture-Biſhop, or 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, be boly (y) ? Surely then ſcriptu- 
ral and fatisfying Evidences of Holineſs and divine Grace, 


plainly directed, and we thereby, To commit theſe Things to 


I ſhall conclude this Head with the mention of what I have 
ſeen in a Letter indited by the excellent Mr. David Brainerd 


he there fignifies, that it appeared. exceeding clear to his 
Mind, as well as lay with great Werght upon it, that there 
ought to be great Satigfaction of the true Piety of thoſe we 
introduce into the ſacred Work; for, fays he, © It godly 


ungodly ones will the faſter increaſe, and theſe will more 
readily train a Point, as to the'Prihciples and Practices of 
thoſe they admit into the Miniſtry; and thus the Land may 
gradually be over-run, not only wich the unconverted, but 


dreadful Evil may the Lord, of his infinite Mercy. in Jeſus. 
Chriſt, make us wiſe and faithf ul, throu * his Grace, fea— 
ſonably to prevent.” | 


. 9 2 2. We 
2 J. 8. 2 2 Tim. ii. 2. 73 


nit an ignorant Ruftic into- an | Apothecar y* $ | Shop, to POSI and prepare- 


25 tor Men's Bede“, than to traſt a Man de ſtitute both of Faichſu 
and Prudence with the D.ſ enſaion of Chriſt's Ordinances to Mens Souls. 


Flaycl's derm. on the Charafler of an Evangelical Paſtor: 


The Faith Minſter 


We learn that Miniſters of Jeſas Chriſt ſhould be Sa: 
3 and intenſely fix d in Meditation on theſe and ſuch 
like Motives, which are truly weighty, and ſuited to pro- 
mote Faithfulneſs in their Work; and withal be often wre/t- 
ling with Jehovah in the Name of Chriſt for a deep and ſtea- 
dy Senſe of them, that we may thus delight in the ſacred 
Work, even when Succeſs is denied, and look upon it ſtill 
a great Favour and Honor to be allow'd and enabled to 
ſpeak and act for God in Chriſt as his Ambaſſadors; 
and that we may, 4f Succeſs be granted, receive it as an ad- 
litional Comfort, and give God the Glory, to whom only it 
belongs. Therefore ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have 
received Mercy, we faint not. 

3. Hencethe great Propriety and uſeful Tendeney of the Mi- 
niſters of the everlaſting Goſpel, eſpecially i in their Preſcyteriai 
and Synodical Conventions, their putting each other, in their 
Turns, in Mind of thoſe great Truths, Which tend to eſtabliſh, 


comfort and animate them in the great and difficult Work, and 


through the divine Bleſſing will have that Effect, and keep 
them from fainting-; eſpecially ſince Chriſt is the great and 


only Head and King of his Church, and we all his Minifters 
are Pellow-labourers (a): It cannot then be juſtiy deem'd ar- 


rogant, when the meaneſt and unworthieſt HE the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, uſe a plain and pathetic Freedom, as at this 
Time, with others convened, how much ſoever ſuperior 


in Age or Learning, Gil or Grace; ; 1 2575 — 


| SReſpett. 4 $o-a wg C1: 


This naturally leads me to a Word . 
Fa EXHORTATION. 
And here I would 
1. With all Humility addreſs myſelf to my 8 


Tathers and dear Brethren in the Goſpel-Miniſtry conven'd, 


4 Epb. i. 22. Pbilem. 24th Verſe, whom. 


Encouraged, GM. 29 
whom I reverence, eſteem and love, and whom in general 
I'm perſuaded (and rejoice from my inmqſt Soul on the Ac- 
count) that the God of the Spirits of a! Pleſh has made up- 
right before him, and, in a good Meaſure, faithful to him, 
and the Souls of Men, in the great and difficult and yet ho- 
nourable Work he has call'd them to. 

I juſt mention this, which I can ſpeak wth great Sincerity, 
and afjeflionate and dutiful, but juſt Regard, to prevent any 
Miconſtruction of the F. reedom of Speech I uſe in this Dii- 
courle. 

Permit me, Reverend Sirs, on this Occaſion to congratu- 
late you, that you are call'd, not only to know, but alſo to 
preach the unſearchable Ri ches of Chriſt, Well may we ſay, 

What are we, O Lord, or what is our Father's Houſe ? that 
thou haſt brought us hitherto ; and that to us this Grace froukd 
be given; to us | who are leſs than the leaſt of all Mercies ; 
yea, to us! who are Jeſs than the leaſt of all Saints. Oh | 
then, have we this Miniſtry ? tis only becauſe and as we 
have received Mercy. Have we furthermore ſpecial Supports 
and Conſolations, Aſſiſtances and Succeſles at Times? Still 
it is as we have received Mercy, and only” i; let God then 
have all the Glory. 

Let us give Thanks with our whole Souls, at the e 
brance of the Divine Helineſs, Power and Grace, diſplay d at 
one Time and another, eſpecially about twelve or fifteen 
Vears ago, in a very glorious and wonderful Work of Convic- 
tion and Converfion of Sinners, as well as Edification of God's 
People; which notwithſtanding ſeveral unhappy and fad 
Extravagances, or Extreams, which attended the fame, we 
(as a dear Brother in the Miniſtry e it) fin dare to 
a Mor 2 of God, 


Alas 


- 
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Alas ! my Brethren, that we and others have ſo much 
abus d and mifimprov'd this unſpeakable Mercy, and 


provok d the Lord in ſuch a Meaſure to depart — 


us! 
And how are we call'd to lament, that Iniquity awfully a- 


beunds in our Land and Nation; Infidelity, and many falſe 


and corrupt Principles, multiplied ; and groſs Immoralities, 
Profaneneſs, and Vices of all Sorts, Worldlymindedneſs 
and Lukewarmneſs in religion, Diviſions in Church and 


State, ſpiritual Sloth and Barrenneſs, Blindneſs and Hard- 


neſs, Ingratitude and Stupidity, under awful Threatnings 
and Judgments, Preſumption and Security, Pride, Self- 
righteouſneſs, Unbelief, and Oppoſition to the late glorious 


Work ef God; and, in a Word, awful Diſregard, and even 


Contempt of God and his Laws, of Chriſt and his Goſpel, 


and Perſon, and Grace; of their own Souls and their Fa- 


miilies and others beſt and eternal Intereſts: And howare we 
further called to lament that tbe Love of many waxes cold? 


What a general Coldneſs and Deadneſs, as to religion, has 
for. ſome Years prevail'd ; nor can we deny, that the Mini- 


{try has been infected herewith ; though, bleſſed be God, 
we have ſome Revivings in our "Bonds ge, both as to divine 
poorer and Succeſs, and fouls hat de 9 the Day of ſmall 
Things (U. 

Under the Nee we feel or fear, let us de humbled, 
but not diſcouraged, ;, 

Come, my beloved! Brethren,. let us 8 throu gh 
Grice: and ſhake: ourfelves ; let us, for God's Sake, for 
Chriſt's Sake, and for precious Soul's Sake, ariſe, and 
ſhake off remains of Sloth and aden on the one 


Hand, 


. * * 


b Zech. iv. 10. 


Enconraged, c. 31 


Hand, and ſinking Diſcouragements on the other: Let us, 
in the Lord's Strength, quit ourſelves like Men, yea, like 
Men of God, in this dark, degenerate and difficult Day. 
Oh! what Honor would this reflect on God and religion! 
Let us walk with God, as Enoch did (c) : Let us be va- 
liant, and yet diſcreet, active and diligent ; ſtedfaſt, and un- 
movable, fervent in Spirit, and full of the Holy Ghoſt ; akways 
abounding in the Work of the Lord; knowing that our Labour 
7s not in vain in the Lord (d). If we are faithful, and 
Souls be not gathered, yet we ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of 
the Lord ;—if they be, then we ſhall fay c'er long, Lord, 
here we are, and the Children thou haſt graciouſly given us; 
and ſhall rejoice with them in Glory for ever. 5 
Ohl my Fatbers, my Brethren, the Eyes of Chriſt, who 
will judge the Quick and the Dead at his Appearing, and his 
Kingdom, his Eyes, I fay, which are as a Flame of Fire (e) are 
upon us continually in all Parts of our Work and Conduct, 
with reference to the final Judgment, and that ſtrict Account 
we mult give at his Bar : And if any of us ſhould then meet 
with the Doom of the Slothful Servant, how dreadful ! 
how intolerable ! -The very Thought is big with 
Horror ! and Words fail Ju © 5” 
But on the other Hand, how glorious, inconceivably 
glorious, is the Reward we ſhall have, if we are faithful, 
through Grace: Oh! how ſhall we exult with extatic Joy, 
when our Lord ſays to us, Well done good and faithful Ser- 
wants, enter into the Joy, the eternal Joy, of your Lord. 
With this Proſpect, ſhall we not moſt willingly ſpend and 
be fpent in our Work for Chriſt, and for Souls? eſpecially 
conſidering what Chriſt Jeſus our Lord has done and _ 
2 f 


e Gen. v. 22. d 1 Cor, xv. 58. e Rev. i. 14. 
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4 ed for us; and how he has groaned and ſweat, bled and died 


for us on the Croſs, that we might live and reign with him in 
Glory. | | 5 | 
Let us further realize the infinite Glory, Purity and Ex- 
cellency of Chriſt, behold him altogether lovely, and think no- 
thing too much to do or ſuffer tor him, but all vaſtly too 
3 little. Had we a Thouſand Lives, and he call'd for them. 
1 ſhould we not, with the greateſt Freedom and Alacrity, 
q | lay them all down, as one ſpeaks faſt, as the ſucceſſive Mi- 
nuütes roll, ——But I muſt haſten, ———Chrif?s Dying Love 
to his Church, as well as to us, ſhould engage us in our 
great and difficult, yet honorable, profitable and pleaſant 
Again, the People of God are helping us by their Prayers, 
and holding up our Arms, while we are doing the Lord's 
F Work, and fighting the Lord's Battles; and though evil 
Wn Men watch for our halting, this ſhould but make us watch and 
| pray the more, and work the harder, and ſtand more ſure, 
not in our own, but the Lord's Strength. 
Furthermore, Faithfulneſs in our Work, will expreſs 
| Gratitude to the bleſſed Jeſus, for calling us to the Know- 
| ledge of himſelf, and for putting us into the Miniſtry, both 


SIO) >. 
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| | which are very great Mercies: Therefore feeing . we have this 
Miniſiry, as we have received Mercy, let us not faint ; eſpeci- 
Il | ally fince our Time is ſhort and Death comes haſtening on]. 
—_ LT rg AT, © 


all I ſquander away what Is anntterably important, while it laffe, and when 
once departed, is altogether irrevocable ? N I my Soul, forbear the Folly : For- 
bear the deſperate Extravagance. Wilt thou chide as a Loiterer, the Arrow 
that boundeth from the String : or ſweep away Diamonds, as the Refuſe of the 
Houſe ?- ---Throw Time away! Aſtoniſning, ruinous, irreparable Profufeneſs! 
Throw Empires away and be blameleſs. But O] be parſimonious of thy Days: 
husband thy precious Hours. Hervey's Contemplations, 


Encouraged, gc. : 


Alas ! that ſo much of our Time is ran to Waſte, and we 
have done no more for God: Oh! then, let us ſeize the 
flying Moments, and 3 them all for God, and Chrift, 
and Souls. 
Some of our Number within a few Years paſt are called 
home from their York to their Reward, from light and 


momentary Trials, to a far more exceed: ng, and eternal W. erght 
of Glory. | 


Oh ! that 2 deuble Portion of the Spirit may fall on us who 
ſurvive, that we may redeem our Time in the beſt Manner, 


and double our Diligence! 


Many Opportunities we have to expreſs our Love to Chriſt 
and Souls in this Life, that we ſhall never have afterwards: 


Oh ! that we may improve them all, * Grace, to the 
beſt Purpoſe ! 


Hold out Faith and Patience, hold out Zeal, Aﬀivity and 


= Courage, a little longer, and we ſhall, Reverend and dear 
Sis, be with our triumphant Brethren above, and perfectly 


enjoy, glority and "ow our God and Saviour for ever and 

A 
2. I would ſpeak a Word to thoſe of the Children of 

God who are not in the Miniſtry. . Brethren: ! Pray for us! 


HD. Many Difficulties we meet with in our Work; Oh! 

pray, that we may not faint or flag; but may find the 
Grace of our God abundantly ſafficient, that we may. be 
ſucceſsful, if it be the Lord's Will; but, : eſpecially, that 


we may be fas er. to the Death, and then receive a Crown WF 
| Life. 


were going to take Cape-Breton;when: they parted: with their 
Friends upon the Shore, Do you pray for us, and we will gbr 
* for you:“ Yea, I may lay farther, Do you pray for us, 


FI Theſ. v. 25. E and 


I may ſay to you as 1 * heard it Was aid 5 thoſe who we 
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34. The failhful Miniſter 


and we will work for you, and: pray for you too; through 
Grace, that you may: grow in Grace, and in or Knowledge of 


our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrijt, that you may live by 
Faith on him, continually bring forth much Fruit, adorn 


your Profeſſion, and ripen apace for Glory; and Oh! Give 
the Lord no Reft, till he make Feruſalem a Praiſe and Fay in 


the Earth. And, gear Brethren, pray often, and - ear- 


neſtly, for poor, Chriftle efs, periſoing Souls. 
I would now, 
. Conclude with an Addreſs to 1 
No ſmall Part of our Work, my dear Hearers, who are 


yet in the diſmal State of Unregeneracy relates to you; and 


many Difficulties, Services and Fatigues we are willing to 


g0 . . without fainting, out of Love to, and Concern 


for your precious Souls, if by any Means we may win 


you over to the Knowledge and Love of God and Chriſt, 
and, at leaſt, ſave ſome. © 


Oh l conſent to be happy, 3 to live: for ever, wb don t 
Ell yourſelves: ; don't throw yourſelves Body and Soul into 
Hell : This Tm will do, if you continue in Sin and Unbe- 
4 
We come in God's Name to peu, and pray you in Chri Ps 
Stead to be reconciled to Gd We preach the Ferrors of the 


Law, as Means ſuited to awaken and convince you of your 


ſinful, awful State, and abſolute Need of a Saviour; and we 
ſet before you the. Invitations of the Goſpel, and the Grace, 


Beauties and Glories of Immanuel ; with Defires, that you 


may, by the Almighty Power and Grace of God, be made 
willing to receive Chriſt Jeſus, juſt as he is offered in the 
Goſpel, and reſt upon him alone for Salvation: Then, my 
Brethren; you will be e r. and bleſſed for 


4 "5 * But 


Encouraged, Cc. 25 


But Oh! if you continue to negle& and refuſe Chriſt, 
you mult periſh. The faithful and true Witneſs has declared 
plainly with his own Mouth, He that believeth not, ſlall be 
damned (g). If you will go to Hell, after all, from under the 
glorious Advantages of the Goſpel, how aggravated muſt 
your Damnation be ( Oh! can you bear to he under 
the dreadful Wrath of the great and terrible God in the 
Flames of Hell, without one Drop of Water to co your 
ſcorched Tongues ; where the Worm of Conſcience never dies, 
and the Fire is not quenched ; and where you mult lie roar- 
ing, wa:ling and gnaſbing your Teeth, for ever and ever. 
Oh! then reſt not in your preſent Condition; and, tho”. 
you mult take all pgſible Pains in religion, read, hear, pray, 
meditate, and, in a Word, ive with all Earneſtneſs, yet 
don't reſt upon that, or think that God is ohliged hereupon 
to ſave you; but acknowledge he might moſt ia after all 
this, caſt you into Hell :—Come therefore as a poor, guilty, 
empty, vile, ſinful, periſhing, 1 Hl-deſervi ng, and Hell-deſerving 
Creature to a full, glorious and all-ſufficient Chriſt, who is moſt 
ready and willing to ſave. If any Man thirſt, let him come to 
Chriſt and drink. Oh! come, poor Souls, here are many of us 
Ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt together; I truſt we join moſt 
cordially and affectionately in warning you to os from the Wrath 
to come, and in calling and inviting you to Chriſt. Oh! come 
before the Maſter of the Houſe ts riſen up, and has ſhut to the 
Door (i) for then it will be too late for ever. Oh! don't delay, 
Thouſands have been ruin d that way. Hear the Lord's Voice, 
thro' his Grace, To-day : Oh! let there be Joy in Heaven o- 
ver you this Day, and then I truſt we ſhall meet c'er long in 
pure, perfect and eternal Glory: Which may the Lord grant, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt ! Amen and Amen. | 1 


g Mark xvi. 16. bh Mat. xi. 2 1, 22, 23, 24. # Luke xili. 25. 
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